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Hello Romain. I chose your portfolio series, “Dream” for review because it’s visually and 
conceptually fascinating. I have taken some time to study your photos, looking for visual clues that 
communicate how your ideas for your photography are revealed in the photos. You are obviously a 
highly skilled photographer with a strong sense of what you want to achieve with your portrait 
series. You provide an insightful statement about your photography, saying that, “In an era where 
social networks have become very important, I have fun misappropriating clichés. My photographs 
are above all intended to be an ode to freedom and tolerance. I like not to limit myself and to be 
able to express what I want, without shame.” 
In your tableaus you incorporate a sense of fun and theatricality. They are surreal in their portrayal 
of masculinity and vivid colors. Your portfolio includes a range of men, theatrically posed with 
varying emotional expressions. In all the photos you focus on the performance of characters. In all 
the photos you emphasize the relationship each subject has with the camera, the objects and people 
they interact with, and their connection to the viewer. Also, you emphasize human relationship these 
subjects have with you, the photographer. There is also a sense of connection in the photos, 
especially with the person that looks straight into the eyes of the viewer (photo 5). 
When I look at the portfolio as a whole, they blur the lines between portrait photography, theater, 
and fine art. The images can be seen as studies of performers, each conveying some kind of 
dramatic appeal and emotional expressiveness. The subjects are all in the process of reacting to 
something, maybe a prompt from the photographer? It seems like you are either expertly directing 
the subjects, the way Howard Schatz did in his series, “in Character”, or they are naturally reacting 
to the camera in front of them. If you haven’t seen Schatz’s photos, please Google them. It may 
inspire you and spark new ideas, especially with these performers! 
An interesting quality of your work is the element of performance in the photos. It’s as if the men 
are on the stage while you capture moments when very specific performances are occurring. The 
performances have to do with the way people act when they are given permission to be who they 
want to be in front of the camera. Your images strike me as illustrating a lot of ideas having to do 
with characters, real characters, and how all those characters function in their lives and in the world. 
I believe your eye is attracted to these characters. You notice people and capture their expressions 
while reacting to their environment. The viewer is encouraged to wonder who these characters are 
and how they came to be in these images. We viewers want to know their stories and these photos 
are the introduction to those stories. 
A thread that runs through your photos is that all of the photos isolate and focus on a single scene. 
You skillfully use the frame to move in close and crop out anything that doesn’t contribute to the 
image (like framing in on a movie set). You use the confines of the 35mm frame to further isolate 
the subjects. Another thread is that all the portraits exhibit a skillful use of light. There is a lot of 
dramatic, colored light that produces a visual action taking place around the subjects. This kind of 
awareness for your how your use of dramatic lighting behaves on your subjects speaks to your 
creative ability. The lighting appears to be from either a club or a stage. These images seem like still 
frames taken from stories or movies. They seem to be small parts of larger narratives. 
Your photos are theatrical and represent frozen moments in time. Your subjects reveal clues about 
their inner emotional states. Your sense of humor also comes out in the photos. In fact, these photos 
express something about each of the subject’s sense of humor, their sense of freedom to be who 
they want to be as an important part of their identities and personalities. 
The photos seem posed, which is the style of this genre of photography. The dramatic lighting in the 
photos adds a sense of dramatic environments and emotional drama. The costuming (what they are 



wearing), combined with the expressive poses makes the photos appear very theatrical – a play of 
shadow and light. Together, the lights, dramatic shadows, and rich tonality serve to elicit emotional 
responses in the viewers. 
Also the use of visually complex backgrounds you use reveals a lot about the stories you are telling 
here. The viewer compares, contrasts, and finds meaning from the resulting visual conversation that 
is happening in the frame. For me, the images are powerful in a group, but they are also interesting 
as individual photos. Clearly, the personas you capture in the photos are very important characters 
in your story! 
Part of the magic of these images is what you have chosen to include in the frame and all the 
unimportant elements you deliberately leave out. Everything in the design of these images seems 
deliberate. In all of the photos you contract the frame just enough to bring emphasis on the faces 
and bodies of these subjects and their costumes – the most important parts of a portrait! 
My first observation/suggestion is about presentation. I can imagine these photos printed large on 
glossy paper, to inspire feelings of awe by creating a sense of scale for the viewer. Large-scale 
presentation could prompt the viewer to feel small when confronted by the ideas of standing in front 
of these mysterious, emotional and expressive stories. Viewers would feel confronted with 
unexpected perspectives and that could inspire creative interpretations. 
I also suggest that the photos would be interesting in a book. I think your ideas and stories about the 
portrayal of men, combined with the photos and stories, will make a cohesive and facinating 
presentation. It would be wonderful to see how your characters could speak about emotionality, 
human perception and beauty! Also with a book, the viewer can hold the images, making the 
interaction more personal and intimate. You could also use the title of the series as the title for the 
book! 
You say, “It is difficult for me to find an art gallery to exhibit. Is my work too shocking to be 
exhibited in a gallery?” No, your work isn’t too shocking for a gallery. Look at the work of Robert 
Mapplethorpe and David LaChapelle. If you are looking for places to exhibit you need to do some 
research and find galleries that support your genre. As far as exhibiting, don’t feel like you need to 
be married to the photography world. My advice is that you enter juried art exhibitions and/or show 
your work within art communities. I think that your images would do well in an “art” environment. 
Your photos really do cross a lot of boundaries, which is highly encouraged in the fine art world. I 
suggest you keep an eye on www.callforentry.org for portrait themed calls for artists. 
Your images and your project are very thought provoking and creative. They are full of stories 
waiting to be told! I would strongly encourage you to keep pursuing your ideas and making photos 
in this community. But, look at lots of masterful portfolios to find the inspiration to further develop 
this project and start the next. Avedon and Michael Grecco… Also, as I mentioned, look at the 
creative photography of David LaChapelle! I very much enjoyed looking at your photos and I 
appreciate the way your images are masterfully considered and carefully designed. I hope this 
review answered your question. I also hope this review has been helpful and look forward to seeing 
what you will do next! 


